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The Building Blocks to Colorado's Content Standards were 
developed to connect early childhood education to the K-12 content standards, 
to advocate for appropriate teaching strategies for preschool children, and 
to support awareness and understanding of early childhood foundational skills 
among parents and teachers. Five sets of building blocks are being developed, 
in the areas of science, social skills, the arts, reading and writing, and 
mathematics. This document is comprised of the reading and writing and the 
mathematics sets of building blocks. Both sets begin with an introduction 
summarizing research findings on the connection between quality early 
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teaching practices from the joint position statement of the International 
Reading Association and the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. The mathematics building blocks continue with a discussion of 
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describing skills appropriate for preschoolers, indicators of the early 
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experiences and individualized plans for young children; (2) "steps for 
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acquiring the building blocks, including descriptions of the adult’s role as 
a facilitator of learning and suggestions for appropriate materials; and (3) 
examples of activities in which young children are engaged. The reading and 
writing building blocks section ends with a 13-item bibliography. The 
mathematics building blocks section ends with a 17-item bibliography and a 
list of 18 books for children. (KB) 
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National and local attention has focused closely on insuring that our school systems provide every child with the 
opportunity to achieve the highest standards possible. Policy makers and the general public have begun to ask questions 
about what is happening for children before they enter kindergarten and the first grade. What can be done to increase a 
child's chances for success? Can early learning experiences affect a child's ability to competently read, write, and do 
math? Can a child at play really be learning? 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 4: Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 6: Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience. 
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Building Blocks to Colorado's Content Standards 
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National and local attention has focused closely on insuring that our school systems provide every child with the 
opportunity to achieve the highest standards possible. Policy makers and the general public have begun to ask questions 
about what is happening for children before they enter kindergarten and the first grade. What can be done to increase 
a child's chances for success? Can early learning experiences affect a child's ability to competently read, write, and do 
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The Building Blocks to Colorado's Content Standards were developed for multiple purposes. 
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Developing Mathematical Literacy in the Early Childhood Years 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 1: Students Develop Number Sense and Use Numbers and Number Relationships 
in Problem-Solving Situations and Communicate the Reasoning Used in Solving These Problems. 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 2: Students use Algebraic Methods to Explore, Model, and Describe Patterns and 
Functions Involving Numbers, Shapes, Data, and Graphs in Problem-solving Situations and Communicate the 
Reasoning Used in Solving These Problems. 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 3: Students Use Data Collection and Analysis, Statistics, and Probability in 
Problem-solving Situations and Communicate the Reasoning Used in Solving These Problems. 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 4: Students Use Geometric Concepts, Properties, and Relationships in Problem- 
solving Situations and Communicate the Reasoning Used in Solving These Problems. 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 5: Students Use a Variety of Tools and Techniques to Measure, Apply the 
Results in Problem-solving Situations, and Communicate the Reasoning Used in Solving These Problems. 
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COLORADO STATE STANDARD 6: Students link Concepts and Procedures as They Develop and Use Computational 
Techniques, Including Estimation, Mental Arithmetic, Paper -and -pencil. Calculators, and Computers, in Problem- 
solving Situations and Communicate the Reasoning Used in Solving These Problems. 
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